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Excellences,

Mesdames et messieurs,

Je remercie le Ministere des Affaires Etrangeres et de la
Coopération Internationale du Royaume du Maroc de m’avoir
si aimablement invitée a cette importante retraite régionale
sur la migration. C’'est un honneur et un plaisir pour moi

d’étre a vos cotés aujourd’hui.

La question de la migration requiert, comme vous le
savez, un haut degré de coordination et de cohérence ainsi
gu’une réponse intégreée et inclusive. La réunion que vous
avez convoquée s’inscrit pleinement dans cet esprit de
collaboration, et contribuera a I’effort collectif que vous
menez en faveur d’'une gestion améliorée des migrations tant

au niveau régional que global.

Aussi, I'’Agenda Africain sur la Migration qui se
discutera aujourd’hui et demain et qui se déclinera en feuille
de route africaine alimentera, j’en suis certaine, le processus
d’élaboration d’un pacte mondial pour des migrations

régulieres, sdres, et ordonnées.



Comme vous le savez, en septembre dernier, lors du
tout premier sommet des Nations Unies consacré a la
gestion des mouvements massifs de population, les Chefs
d’Etat et de Gouvernement ont adopté a I'unanimité la

Déclaration de New York pour les Réfugiés et les Migrants.

Dans un contexte marqué par des niveaux record de
déplacements dans le monde, en chiffres absolus sinon en
proportion de la population mondiale, proportion qui n’a
augmenté que modestement dans les dernieres années, cette
déclaration historique a constitué une étape clef dans la
coopération internationale des migrations. Permettez-moi de
citer deux caractéristiques particulierement importantes de

cet accord.

Tout en reconnaissant que la relation entre ces deux
facteurs est complexe et multidimensionnelle, les dirigeants
mondiaux ont établi explicitement que les migrations
représentent un pilier fondamental du développement
économique et social durable au niveau mondial, autant dans

les pays d’'origine que de destination.



En effet, le programme de développement durable a
I'"horizon 2030 fait foi de la “contribution positive
gu’apportent les migrants a une croissance inclusive”.
Ancrée dans I'objectif 10, qui consiste a réduire les inégalités
dans les pays et d’'un pays a l’autre, la référence principale
aux migrations est située dans la cible 7, a savoir « faciliter la
migration et la mobilité de fagcon ordonnée, sans danger,
réguliére et responsable, notamment par la mise en ceuvre de

politiques de migration planifiées et bien gérées ».

Deuxiemement, les dirigeants mondiaux ont reconnu
que, confronté a un phénomene aussi complexe et vaste que
la mobilité humaine, aucun Etat ne peut agir seul et que la
facilitation de migrations régulieres, slres et ordonnées
exige une approche globale reflétant I'étroite
interdépendance politique, économique et sociale entre
Etats.



Cette Déclaration a lancé un processus
intergouvernemental actuellement en cours qui culminera a
la fin de I'année prochaine par I’'adoption d’un pacte mondial
pour des migrations sires, ordonnées et régulieres et d’un
pacte pour les réfugiés, qui est, lui, sous I’égide du Haut

Commissariat des Nations Unies pour les réfugiés.

Je souhaiterais maintenant dire quelques mots sur les
éléments que je considére essentiels pour que cette initiative
soit une réussite. Je limiterai mes observations au pacte
pour les migrants, mais bien entendu, il y a de nombreux
points d’alignement et de convergence entre ces deux

groupes de populations.

First, the global compact must be people-centred,
promoting and protecting the human rights of all regardless

of their migratory status.



Most migration takes place in a safe, orderly and regular
fashion — but this does not mean that it cannot be improved.
One first step would be to urgently address the
implementation gap in the protection of human rights of
migrants. This gap is not an abstract notion ; its very real
consequences are felt by many migrants who, despite their
regular status, face systemic obstacles when trying to
access employment at their skill lebel or are confronted with

racist or xenophobic attitudes in their host countries.

And for those who do not have the opportunity to move
through safe and regular channels, the reality is often one of
great vulnerability, marginalization and abuse, exacerbated
by the fear of deportation which prevents them from seeking
access to basic services such as health care and education

and redress through justice.

This leads me to my second point. In my view, the
objective expressed in the SDGs and reiterated in the New
York Declaration to facilitate safe, orderly, and regular
migration, can only be achieved by increasing the number
and variety of legal pathways available for non-refugee

migrants to access labour markets at all skill levels.



The current inadequacy of accessible legal channels,
including to fill existing labour market gaps, will inevitably
continue to encourage irregular migration attracted by
employment prospects in the informal market, which are
often characterized by poor wages and exploitative

conditions.

Increased regular and fair access to jobs in formal
economies, coupled with vocational training, the recognition
of skills and qualifications, and strong measures of social
inclusion in host societies, while obviously improving the
lives of millions of migrants, should also go along way in

reducing recourse to irregular migration.

Conversely, restrictive policies that fail to recognize the
complex motivations for migration and that focus exclusively
on repressive border control measures often compel
migrants to return to countries that are unsafe for them or
where they have unsustainable or non-existent livelihood

prospects.



Moreover, increased legal pathways and regularization
initiatives will encourage respect for the principle of asylum,
contributing to a more effective implementation of asylum
regimes and resulting in a reduction in the number of

returns.

Consideration could also be given to expanding a
cooperative, humanitarian model, inspired for instance by
the Nansen Initiative, for third countries to receive on a
temporary basis those migrants who are not entitled to stay
in a given country but for whom return to their country of

origin is simply not a viable option.

Third, the compact should promote state cooperation
and political commitment. | would argue that the question of
whether or not the compact is legally binding is of less
importance than the extent to which it secures the buy-in of
all member states. The global compact should be viewed as a
broad agreement by states to cooperate on the facilitation of

safe, orderly and regular migration.



Fourth, while the most immediate impetus for the New
York Declaration might have been concerns over the crisis
on Europe’s borders, it is important that we use the
opportunity of the global compact to address migration in all
of its aspects, both as a global phenomenon in which intra-
regional mobility remains the dominant form and in which
south-south migration is on the increase. We need also,
beyond today’s crises, imagine what tomorrow’s challenges
might look like — here, the impact of climate change,
demographic trends, and the changing demands of the

labour market all come into play.

And, finally, the compact presents an opportunity to
build a narrative based on the reality of migration rather than
on myths, stereotypes and misperception. Migration is
overwhelmingly positive. Migration is also here to stay; if
anything it is likely to grow and, furthermore, many societies
will need it to grow. That is not to dismiss the challenges
that this does and will present. But the best hope we have
for addressing those challenges will be if our responses are

grounded in sober analysis and fact.



| thank you again for this opportunity to interact with
you and | wish you the most fruitful discussion not only in
this venue but in the whole process leading to the adoption

of the global compact on migration.



